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Uvodnik
Evropsko poletje nikakor ni bilo dolgočasno, pravzaprav se je nadaljevala serija pestrosti, naravnih in gospodarskih problematik; od hudih požarov, ki so prizadeli južnejše predele Evrope, zloma nepremičninskega trga v ZDA do pretresov na bančnem trgu. Evropska komisija je bila aktivna na področju solidarnosti, strateških političnih odločitev, objavljanju razpisov, boja proti posledicam onesnaževanja okolja, zagotavljanju evropske energetske neodvisnosti do umikanja Mattelovih igrač, pobarvanih s strupeno barvo.

Dobra novica je, da je eden od operativnih programov slovenske strukturne politike končno potrjen, drugi še čakajo na evropski blagoslov. Strukturno-kohezijska sredstva, ki nam jih je namenila Unija v obdobju 2007-2013 (malo čez 2 milijardi €) bomo lahko izkoristili le, če bomo imeli dobre projekte. Izkušnje kažejo, da se tu marsikje rado zapleta. Izplača se potruditi !
Ohrabreni z rezultati 3.novogoriškega Foruma v juniju, smo z našimi partnerji MO Nova Gorica in Vladno službo za lokalno samoupravo in regionalno politiko, v Sloveniji, kakor tudi z EREF regijami v Bruslju že začeli pripravljati Forum 2008. Ta bo posvečen javno-zasebnemu partnerstvu in zasebnemu financiranju raziskovalno-inovacijske in izobraževalne dejavnosti. Pomemben vidik bo tudi boljše koriščenje strukturnih in kohezijskih skladov za razvoj infrastrukture na omenjenih področjih, ki so izjemno pomembna za dvig na znanju zasnovane konkurenčnosti.
Ob sodelovanju strokovnjakov iż EU institucij ter evropskih združenj, bodo udeleženci Foruma spoznali najboljše prakse v doseganju na znanju-zasnovane konkurenčnosti skozi sodelovanje različnih dejavnikov iż javne in zasebne sfere ob podpori evropskih, nacionalnih in regionalnih institucij.

Dvodnevni program bo zajel naslednje tematske sklope:

1. Razsežnosti gospodarskega in tehnološkega zaostajanja Evrope;

2. Interakcija kohezijske politike in lizbonske strategije;

3. Vloga regij v razvoju družbe znanja

4. Dobre prakse po področjih (RR dejavnost, inovacije in izobraževanje)

5. Pregled uspešnih instrumentov:

    Neposredno financiranje

    Davčne olajšave za vlaganja podjetij v RR in inovacije

    Javno zasebna partnerstva

    Prilagajanje pravil državnih pomoči

6. Sinergija politik, podpornih mehanizmov in  usklajenega delovanja na področjih raziskovalno-inovacijske ter izobraževalne dejavnosti.

V Novi Gorici bodo predstavljeni predlogi zaključkov in  priporočil za usmeritve in nujne akcije, ki jih je treba podvzeti, če želimo slediti, oz.uspešneje uresničevati lizbonsko strategijo. Osnutek priporočil bo pripravljen na 4-5 predhodnih delavnicah, ki jih bodo predvidoma organizirali partnerji EREF-a na svojih delavnicah od Stockholma, avstrijske Štajerske, Julijske krajine, in podobno. Ena od delavnic bo tudi v prostoru JV Evrope, kjer bo podarek na pomenu lizbonske strategie in zasebnega financiranja raziskovalne, inovacijske in izobraževalne dejavnosti ter javno-zasebnega partnerstwa.

V pripravah in sami izvedbi Foruma bodo s sekretariatom Foruma, s SGRZ-jem sodelovala različna evropska združenja (od UNICE, EUROCHAMBRES, UEAPME, Okrogla miza evropskih industrialcev, idr.), kakor tudi EU institucije (Komisja, Evropski parlament in Odbor regij). 

Forum bo sprejel vrsto priporočil, ki bodo naslovljene na EU institucije, nacjonalne In regionalne organe, kakor tudi na podjetja In ustanove iż raziskovalne, inovacijske In izobraževalne dejavnosti. Osnutek teh priporočil bo distribuiran zelo široko, da bi prispevali k razpravam v Evropi ter vzpodbudili bolj odločno dejavnost v korist družbe znanja In krepitev na znaniu temelječe konkurenčnosti Evrope na globalni ravni.

Forum se bo zavzel tudi za pospešeno uresničitev koncepta Evropskega raziskovalnega prostora (ERA), katerega sestavni del naj bodo vse evropske države in regije od Baltika do Balkana. 

Da bi se bodoči udeleženci lahko pravočasno pripravili za aktivno sodelovanje na Forumu, bodo nekaj tednov pred dogodkom prejeli dve gradivi:

a. Analitični kompendij sklepov in priporočil EU na področju razvoja grube znanja, s posebnim podarkom na financiranju raziskovalne, inovacijske In izobraževalne dejavnosti;

b. Direktorij (adresar) shem in podpornih programov EU, držav članic In evropskih regij za raziskovalne In inovacijske projekte.

Profil udeležencev, ki Bodo vabljeni na EREF-2008 vključuje naslednje kategorije:

(1) funkcionarji regionalnih In državnih institucij na področju gospodarstva, znanosti, inovacij In izobraževanja;

(2) vodilni kadri iż podjetij, raziskovalnih inštitutov, regionalnih razvojnih agencij, ustanov, ki podpirajo inovacijsko dejavnost, visokošolskih ustanov, poslovnih združenj, tehnoloških parkov, ipd.;

(3) predstavniki finančnih organizacji: bank, investicijskih družb, družb za upravljanje, poslovnih angelov, ipd.;

(4) predstavniki nevladnih organizacji, ki podpirajo uresničevanje lizbonske strategije;

(5) predstavnike medijev, specializiranih za podwoja raziskovalno-inovacijske In izobraževalne dejavnosti.
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1. AKTUALNE NOVICE

· Slovenija priključena na Schengenski informacijski sistem (SIS)

Od septembra 2007 dalje lahko države kandidate za vstop v območje Schengena (tudi Slovenija) uporablja policijske podatke iz SIS informacijskega sistema ter vanj vnaša lastne informacije. To so predvsem podatki o iskanih in pogrešanih osebah, podatki o odtujenih vozilih, osebnih predmetih ter denarju. 

Že po 15. septembru pa bo schengenska evalvacijska skupina nove pristopnice ocenjevala glede to, ali primerno uporabljajo dostopne podatke.

Do proste svobode gibanja čaka Slovenijo še pripravljenost na policijsko sodelovanje, varstvo podatkov, izdajanje vizumov ter izvajanje nadzora meja (na kopnem, morske in zračne meje).

Več o tem: 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/s17000.htm
· Mladi v družbi

Evropska komisija se ob dejstvih, da se evropsko prebivalstvo vse hitreje stara ter ob dokaj visoki stopnji brezposelnosti mladih med 15 in 24 let, zavzema za večjo vključenost mladih v družbo. Tako je v začetku septembra pozvala države članice k aktivnostim, kot so npr.: 

· povečati vlaganja v izobraževanje in zdravje mladih,
· zmanjšati predčasno zaključevanje šolanja,
· izboljšati prehod od šole do dela, saj okoli 25% mladih nima ustreznih znanj, spretnosti in sposobnosti, ki jih trenutni trg dela zahteva; povečati mobilnost študentov (pilotna pobuda Komisije: »Prva zaposlitev v tujini«),
· pobuda o Evropski listini kakovosti za delovne prakse leta 2008,
· spodbujanje udeležbe mladih v prostovoljnih dejavnostih.
S tem želi Komisija rešiti problematiko vključevanja mladih na različnih ravneh, tudi kulturni, gospodarski in na področju športa. 

Več o tem: http://ec.europa.eu/youth/
In http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/emplweb/publications/publication_en.cfm?id=68
· EP-Sedež več za Slovenijo?

V preteklih dneh je o prihodnji sestavi Evropskega parlamenta razpravljal Odbor za ustavne zadeve. Podani so bili različni predlogi; eden med njimi predvideva povečanje števila sedežev v EP za Slovenijo, na skupno število 8 sedežev.

Dokončna odločitev glede sestave parlamenta še ni bila sprejeta, skupno število poslancev pa naj ne bi preseglo 750.

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/008-10229-253-09-37-901-20070910IPR10207-10-09-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm
· Standardi za vračanje nezakonitih priseljencev

Evropski parlament je v septembru zasedal na temo skupnih evropskih standardov in postopkov za vračanje oseb, ki so nezakonito v EU. Poslanci so potrdili predlog direktive, ki ga je predstavila Evropska komisija.

Predlog določa, katere nelegalne priseljence se sme izgnati iz EU in na kakšen način. Določa tudi zahtevo po nudenju medicinske pomoči, združitev družin, izobraževanje otrok ter posebni postopek, po katerem se obravnavajo nelegalno priseljeni otroci brez spremstva. 

Parlament je akt sprejel v postopku soodločanja s Svetom EU. Še letošnje leto pa bo Odbor za državljanske svoboščine predstavil svoja priporočila.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/justice_home/fsj/immigration/illegal/fsj_immigration_illegal_en.htmprebivajo na ozemlju 
2. KRATKE NOVICE IN VABILA K SODELOVANJU

Bolgarija in Romunija pristopili k EEA

Konec julija sta Bolgarija in Romunija pristopili k sporazumu o Evropskem gospodarskem prostoru (EEA – European Economic Area), ki trenutno združuje že 30 držav članic (poleg EU držav so članice tudi Islandija, Lichtenstein in Norveška).

Sporazum omogoča prosti pretok oseb, storitev, blaga in kapitala, sodelovanje na področju razvoja, okolja, izobraževanja, socialne politike, varstva potrošnikov, trgovine s kmetijskimi in ribiškimi izdelki.

RAPEX

Hitri sistem obveščanja EU o nevarnih proizvodih, ki krožijo na evropskem trgu. Posodobitve za avgust-september prinašajo informacije o prepovedi prodaje toasterjev, igrač, avtomobilih, športni opremi …:

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=140
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=141
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=142
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=143
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=144
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=145

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=146
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=147
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=148

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/dyna/rapex/create_rapex.cfm?rx_id=149

Cene avtomobilov po Evropi

Evropska komisija je poleti predstavila poročilo o stanju cen avtomobilov po Evropi. Tako navaja ugotovitev, da so cene avtomobilov brez davkov najcenejše na Finskem, na Danskem,v Grčiji, Litvi in Sloveniji, najvišje pa v Nemčiji in na Slovaškem. Cene enakih modelov se med najcenejšimi in najdražjimi državami razlikujejo tudi do 30%.

3. NOVA ZAKONODAJA

· Prevoz nevarnega blaga

Evropski poslanci so v začetku septembra potrdili predlog direktive o prevozu nevarnega blaga. 

Nova direktiva bo zamenjala štiri stare, prinaša pa poenostavitev predpisov, lažji prenos v nacionalne zakonodaje, hitro in pregledno izvajanje. 

Poslanci se ob tem zavzemajo, da bi države članice ohranile pravico do urejanja ali prepovedi prevoza nevarnega blaga na svojem ozemlju zavoljo nacionalne varnosti in varovanja narave in okolja.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/062-9920-246-09-36-910-20070830STO09906-2007-03-09-2007/default_sl.htm
· Evropska zakonodaja – manj birokracije

Evropska zakonodaja je preobsežna in prezapletena; tako je Evropska komisija že leta 2005 sprejela pobudo za poenostavitev in izboljšanje evropske zakonodaje. V začetku septembra so o tej temi razpravljali tudi v Evropskem parlamentu. 

Predlagani cilj je zmanjšati administrativne ovire za 25% do leta 2012, ob tem pa seveda ohraniti kakovost zakonodajnih aktov.

Več o tem: 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-122-324-11-47-901-20061121STO00121-2006-20-11-2006/default_sl.htm

4. GOSPODARSKE NOVICE

· EU pritožba zoper prepoved uvoza obnovljenih gum v Brazilijo
EU je vložila pritožbo pri WTO (Svetovni trgovinski organizaciji) zoper prepoved uvoza obnovljenih gum v Brazilijo. 

Brazilija je namreč prepovedala uvoz teh proizvodov na podlagi varovanja javnega zdravja; ob tem pa še vedno dovoljuje uvoz rabljenih pnevmatik iz drugih regij.

Pritožba je bila vložena v začetku septembra in se bo reševala do začetka decembra, ko bo Pritožbeni organ Svetovne trgovinske organizacije objavil končno poročilo o sporu EU-Brazilija.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/issues/respectrules/dispute/pr030907_en.htm
in

http://trade.ec.europa.eu/wtodispute/show.cfm?id=285&code=1

· Zelena knjiga o varstvu potrošnikov

Evropski poslanci so v začetku septembra podprli Zeleno knjigo o varstvu potrošnikov, ki jo je pripravila Evropska komisija. Namen knjige je večja skladnost med direktivami, ki urejajo to področje; posebej je bilo izpostavljeno varstvo potrošnikov pri nakupovanju preko spleta.

Več o tem: http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dyna/press_room/index_en.cfm

·   Kitajska – varnost izdelkov

Poreklo izdelkov, ki jih sistem obveščanja o nevarnih izdelkih Rapex objavlja, je pogosto kitajsko. Tako je evropska komisarka za varstvo potrošnikov pred kratkim izjavila, da se mora Kitajska zavezati k večji kontroli in nadzoru varnosti izdelkov, ki jih proizvajajo. Posebej je izpostavila predmete, namenjene otrokom. 

Kljub vidnemu napredku Kitajske na področju kontrole varnosti pa komisarka svetuje, da posamezne države članice še vedno opravljajo neodvisni nadzor nad uvoženimi predmeti.

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/health_consumer/dyna/press_room/index_en.cfm
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1318&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en
· Kemična industrija in skupina visokih predstavnikov

Evropska komisija je v septembru vzpostavila skupino visokih predstavnikov za področje konkurenčnosti v kemični industriji. Naloga skupine je, da pregleda dejavnike, ki definirajo prednost evropske kemične industrije v primerjavi z njenimi konkurenti. Skupina bo do pomladi leta 2009 pripravila priporočila za usmeritve evropske politike.

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/chemicals/hlg/index_en.htm

5. FINANČNE STORITVE

· Ekonomska analiza državnih pomoči

Evropska komisija je v septembru objavila poročilo o državnih pomočeh, odprtih vprašanjih ter možnostih za nadzor uporabe državnih pomoči.

Vsebina poročila zajema tudi razvoj državnih pomoči v preteklih letih, ciljih in obsegu pomoči, težavah, ki lahko nastanejo pri ocenjevanju neprimernih učinkov na področju konkurenčnosti določenega podjetja – prejemnika pomoči in ne nazadnje učinkovitost koriščenih državnih pomoči. 

Poročilo je dostopno na spletni strani:

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_papers/2007/ecp286en.pdf

· Intervenca ECB zaradi nepremičninske krize v ZDA

Evropska centralna banka je v začetku avgusta intervinirala pri bankah, ki jih je prizadel zlom nepremičninskega trga v ZDA. Višina intervencij presega 90 milijard evrov, kar je največja intervencija v zgodovini ECB. 

http://www.euractiv.com/en/euro/eu-rejects-calls-regulation-financial-markets/article-166652
· Investicije EBRD,  Evropske banke za razvoj 

Preko poletja je bila Evropska banka za obnovo in razvoj zelo aktivna na področju posojil, predvsem naslednjim državam:

Srbija, Romunija, Gruzija. 
Banka je investirala na različna področja, kot je npr. trg hipoteksarnih posojil, v izboraževanje in v posojila na področju kmetijstva.
Več o tem: www.ebrd.com

6. REGIONALNA POLITIKA

· Grčija – akcija Evropskega solidarnostnega sklada

V avgustu so na Balkanu divjali požari – predvsem v Grčiji, kjer je nastalo škode za preko 4 milijarde evrov. Posledice so vidne v naravi, v gospodarstvu in seveda naseljenih področjih, zato bo Grčija v roku 2 mesecev prejela denarno pomoč iz Evropskega solidarnostnega sklada, ki je namenjen prav odpravljanju posledic naravnih nesreč.

Sredstva v višini 1.066 milijonov evrov bodo namenjena za najnujnejše aktivnosti, kot so oskrba z elektroko, vodo, popravilo cest, odstranjevanje posledic požarov, ki so uničili zemljo in naselbine.

Več o tem: http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/index_en.htm
· Program »Krepitev zmogljivosti za regionalni razvoj« za Slovenijo 
Evropska komisija je konec avgusta odobrila operativni program »krepitev zmogljivosti za regionalni razvoj«. Celotni proračun do leta 2013 je 2,01 milijarde evrov.

Operativni program je razdeljen na pet prednostnih osi:
· konkurenčnost

· odličnost v raziskavah

· infrastruktura gospodarskega razvoja ter vključitev naravnih in kulturnih zmogljivosti

· razvoj regij

· tehnična pomoč. 

Od tega je približno 62 % sredstev dodeljenih za ukrepe konkurenčnosti in vključevanja, okrog 36 % sredstev je namenjenih za razvoj regij ter 2 % za tehnično pomoč.

Več o tem: 

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/331&format=HTML&aged=0&language=SL&guiLanguage=en
· Solidarnostni sklad tudi za Nemčijo

Evropska komisija je 11.septembra predlagala nepovratno pomoč za nemške in francoske regije, ki so jih prizadela neurja v začetku letošnjega leta. 

Višina sredstev, namenjenih Nemčiji, je preko 160 milijonov evrov, za Francijo pa 5.29 milijona evrov.

Več o tem: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/funds/solidar/solid_en.htm
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1301&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

7. TRANSPORT IN ENERGETIKA

· Letalski promet – vnos tekočin

V začetku septembra je Evropski parlament obravnaval temo varnosti v letalskem prometu; natančneje omejevanje vnosa tekočin. V preteklem obdobju, odkar velja omenjeno pravilo, so se občutno povečali stroški zaradi nadzora in zasege večjih količin tekočin. 

Ob tem poslanci podpirajo vse varnostne ukrepe, ki so potrebni za preprečevanje terorističnih napadov.

Parlament poziva Komisijo, da uredbo o omejevanju ponovno pregleda, oceni ter razveljavi, v kolikor ne bodo predstavljena dodatna podkrepilna dejstva.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-9926-246-09-36-901-20070830STO09911-2007-03-09-2007/default_sl.htm
· Letalski prevozniki, za katere velja prepoved opravljanja letov v EU 

Za zagotavljanje visokih evropskih standardov varnosti v letalstvu lahko Evropska komisija prepove opravljanje poletov tistim letalskim družbam, pri katerih je ugotovila pomanjkljivo spoštovanje standardov varnosti in posledično povečanje tveganja nesreč. 

Seznam je objavljen na spletni strani:

http://ec.europa.eu/transport/air-ban/pdf/list_sl.pdf
· Omejevanje sumljivih investitorjev

Predsednik Evropske komisije napoveduje vzpostavitev mehanizma, ki bo evropski energetski sektor zaščitil pred nekomercialnimi tujimi neposrednimi investicijami, v kolikor bi lahko le-te ogrozile energetsko varnost v EU. Mehanizem, ki ga  Komisija predstavilja v sredo, 19. septembra, nima  protekcionističnih ciljev.
Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/president/index_en.htm
in

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/home/whatsnew/index_en.htm
8. EKOLOGIJA IN TRAJNOSTNI RAZVOJ

· Ozonska zaščita 

Javnost je dokaj dobro obveščena o zaščitnih lastnostih, ki jih nudi plast ozona, ki obkroža Zemljo. Dokaj dobro smo obveščeni tudi, kateri proizvodi (npr. sprayi, določene vrste kemikalij …) mu škodujejo, oz. povzročajo tanjšanje plasti in tudi luknje (npr. na področju Antarktike). To so rezultati naporov strokovnjakov in politike za zaščito ozona.

Kljub temu znanstveniki pričakujejo, da se bo lahko ozonska plast obnovila šele v približno 100 letih, seveda pod pogojem, da se bomo ljudje v prihodnje obnašali bolj odgovorno do narave; predvsem pri zmanjševanje izpustov substanc, ki povzročajo tanjšanje in izginjanje zemljine zaščitne plasti.

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ozone/community_action.htm

in

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/ozone/index.htm

· Varčevanje z vodo

V avgustu je Evropska komisija predstavila poročilo o uporabi vode. Poročilo pojasnjuje, da se Evropa nahaja v obdobju vedno večjega pomanjkanje vode in pogostejših suš; zato se bo morala poraba vode na ravni EU zmanjšati za 40%. 

Cilj je mogoče doseči v kombinaciji spreminjanja navad državljanov, s promocijo varčevanja z vodo ter z učinkovitejšimi tehnologijami za prenos in čiščenje vode ter z zmanjševanjem izgub v vodovodni napeljavi urbanih naseljih.

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1276&format=HTML&aged=0%3Cuage=EN&guiLanguage=en
in

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/quantity/scarcity_en.htm
· Analiza o odhodkih za varstvo okolja

Evropska komisija je v septembru objavila publikacijo o odhodkih, ki jih gospodarstvo namenja za varstvo okolja, kar vključuje:
· podatke o obsegu proizvodnje in potrošniških navadah, ki povzročajo onesnaževanje okolja;
· podatke o učinkih evropke okoljske politike; ter

· poglobljeno analizo okoljske problematike glede na industrijske panoge.

Publikacij je objavljena na spletni strani

http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46870091&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=ENV_AC_EXP4

9. FARMACIJA IN ZDRAVSTVO

· Alkohol, zlorabe in mladi

V začetku septembra je bilo v Evropskem parlamentu predstavljeno poročilo o problematiki prekomernega uživanja alkohola, njegove razširjenosti med mladimi. V poročilu so predlagani ukrepi za zmanjševanje odvisnosi in zlorabe alkoholnih pijač, med njimi predvsem:

· Izobražavanje o tveganjih prekomernega uživanja alkohola, predvsem v osnovnih in srednjih šolah;
· Omejitev dostopa mladim do alkoholnih pijač ter strožji nadzor nad prodajalci in gostinci, prepoved prodaje alkoholnih pijač mladim ter višji davki na tovrstne pijače;
· Določitev meje vsebnosti alkohola v krvi za voznike začetnike, omogočiti možnost preverjanja vsebnosti alkohola v krvi, npr. z avtomatskim izračunom na medmrežju ter s pomočjo promilomatov (v barih, diskotekah, na stadionih); poostritev kazni za vožnjo pod vplivom alkohola;
· Zagotavljanje nadomestnih javnih prevoznih stredstev;
· Lansiranje Evropske nagrade za najboljšo kampanjo proti prekomernemu uživanju alkohola, izmenjava dobrih praks.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/067-10004-246-09-36-911-20070823IPR09767-03-09-2007-2007-true/default_sl.htm

· Sistem obveščanja o zdravstveni oskrbi

V avgustu je Evropska komisija predstavila nov sistem za obveščanje o zdravstevni oskrbi, s katerim želi olajšati pretok informacij ter opredeliti ogroženost javnega zdravja. Informacije na spletu se zbirajo iz preko 120 različnih spletnih strani o javnem zdravju ter seznanjajo uporabnike o izbruhih bolezni, nesrečami,… manjšujejo reakcijski čas v primeru katastrof, terorističnih napadih, idr.

Informacije so dostopne na spletni strani 

http://medusa.jrc.it/medisys/

· Preklici prodaje proizvodov

Poletje so Evropski trg dodobra pretresli serijski preklici prodaje igrač, pobarvanih z barvo, ki vsebuje svinec. Evropska komisarka za zdravje in varstvo potrošnikov je posledično napovedala pregled stanja v nadzoru varnosti igrač, ki prihajajo na trge EU. S tem želi odkriti dobre in šibke plati obstoječih nadzornih mehanizmov. 

Poročilo bo v oktobru objavljeno na spletnih straneh Rapex-a, sistemu za obveščanje o prodaji prepovedanih in nevarnih proizvodov, o katerih vas v Biltenu redno obveščamo.

http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/cons_safe/index_sl.htm
· Cene farmacevtskih izdelkov

Cene farmacevtskih izdelkov in sistem povračila stroškov v državah članicah EU se zelo razlikujejo. Evropska komisija tako pripravlja primerjalno analizo po državah, s katero želi doseči večjo preglednost in nadzor ter pripraviti priporočila za cenovno politiko na področju farmacije.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_information/dissemination/hsis/hsis_17_en.htm


in

http://ec.europa.eu/health/ph_overview/other_policies/pharma_forum_en.htm

· Program za preprečevanje drog

Evropski poslanci so v začetku septembra podprli program za preprečevanje drog v EU, katerega namen je tudi zmanjševanje števila odvisnikov od drog. Posebno pozornost so namenili ciljnim skupinam mladostnikov, ženskam, prebivalcem prizadetih okolij ter seveda tudi učiteljem, staršem, socialnim in zdravstvenim delavcem, nevladnim organizacijam ter drugim, ki promovirajo odklanjanje drog ter se tudi srečujejo z odvisniki.

Proračun programa znaša 21 milijonov evrov

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-9927-246-09-36-901-20070831STO09916-2007-03-09-2007/default_sl.htm 

in 

http://ec.europa.eu/health/index_en.htm
10. RR IN INOVACIJE

· Poskusi na primatih

Evropski parlament je v septembru objavil pisno deklaracijo o odpravi znanstvenih poskusov na primatih. Vzroki za to se nahajajo v mučenju živali, možnosti za izumrtje 26 vrst primatov ter pri nelegalnem lovu na primate, ki živijo v divjini, za namene laboratorijskih raziskav. 

Posebej žalostno je, da večino primatov za poskuse uporabljajo laboratoriji in akademske ustanove v razvitem svetu

Strokovnjaki s področja biologije so prepričani, da je mogoče obstoječe poskusne metode zamenjati z drugimi, alternativnimi in neškodljivimi za živali.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/008-9927-246-09-36-901-20070831STO09916-2007-03-09-2007/default_sl.htm

· Boljša uporaba evropskih sredstev

Evropska komisija želi doseči čim boljši izkoristek EU sredstev, namenjenih za inovacije, raziskave ter kohezijsko politiko. To želi doseči tudi preko predlaganih ukrepov, ki so: 

· Izdaja praktičnih navodil, namenjenih raziskovalnim ustanovam in podjetjem kot pomoč pri iskanju najprimernejšega vira financiranja;
· izboljšanje izmenjave in pretoka informacij z nacionalnimi in regionalnimi organi glede prejemnikov drugih EU programov 

· organizacija stalnih prireditev, namenjenih raziskavalcem, inovativnim podjetjem ter tudi drugim, za izmenjavo misli, dobrih praks, ipd.

Več o tem:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/research-cohesion.html 

· Evropska komisija največji javni investitor v nanotehnologije

6. okvirni program za raziskave in razvoj predstavlja tretjo največjo javno investicijo v nanotehnologije na svetu; v preteklem obdobju je bilo finančno podprtih 550 projektov v vrednosti 1,4 milijarde evrov. 

Evropska komisija prepoznava strateško pomembnost tega sektorja, njen revolucionarni potencial, predvsem na področjih materialov, elektronike in medicine. Komisija je, po poročilu generalnega direktorata za raziskave in razvoj, zavezana k integralnemu in odgovornemu pristopu za razvoj nanotehnologij, predvsem z vidika varnosti, sprejemanja družbe, etičnih implikacij, idr.

7. okvirni program namenja temu sektorju še večji delež sredstev.

Več o tem: http://ec.europa.eu/research/index.cfm?pg=newsalert&lg=en&year=2007&na=na-130907

· Forum o evropskih raziskavah in inovacijah na področju zaščite

Javno-zasebni dialog o raziskavah na področju zaščite je pomemben pri povečevanju varnosti infrastrukture, pri boju proti terorizmu in organiziranemu kriminalu, pomaga pri analizah političnih, socialnih in človeških vprašanjih. 

Zato je Evropska komisija vzpostavila Forum o raziskavah in inovacijah na področju zaščite, ki je namenjen povezovanju pomembnih deležnikov za področje varnosti, pripravljanju strategij, prioritet, izmenjavi idej in mnenj.

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/security/index_en.htm
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=MEMO/07/346&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

11. KMETIJSTVO

· Spremembe trga mlečnih izdelkov

V Evropskem parlamentu so v pričetku septembra predstavili predlog sprememb ureditve trga z mlečnimi izdelki. Parlamentarni odbor za kmetijstvo podpira večino teh sprememb, med katere spada tudi program za prestrukturiranje sklada, ki bo spremljal in podpiral reformne ukrepe: 

· podporo prestrukturiranja pri proizvajalcih in predelovalcih mleka, ki jih je prizadela liberalizacija trga;
· več promocijskih ukrepov;
· več ukrepov za ozaveščanje o zdravi prehrani in njenem pomenu;
· podporo za ohranitev in posodobitev proizvodnje mleka v oteženih pogojih, npr. na gorskih območjih;
· okrepitev sistema oskrbe šol z mlekom (prispevati k uravnoteženi prehrani, spodbujati boj proti prekomerni teži in debelosti otrok).


http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/public/story_page/032-9918-246-09-36-904-20070830STO09905-2007-03-09-2007/default_sl.htm

· Znižanje stopnje prahe za žita

Evropska komisija je objavila predlog, po katerem se naj bi obvezna stopnja prahe za jesensko (2007) in spomladansko (2008) setev znižala na 0%; posledično naj bi se povečala proizvodnja žit za najmanj 10 milijonov ton. 

Predlog je podan zaradi velikega zmanjšanja intervencijskih zalog žita ter rekordnih cen žit, ki so seveda posledica premajhne pridelave (suše …)

Več o tem:

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1329&format=HTML&aged=0&language=SL&guiLanguage=en

· Sladkor – dogovori o uvoznem režimu

V začetku septembra je potekalo srečanje med evropskimi komisarji (trgovina, razvoj in kmetijstvo) ter ministri iz držav proizvajalk sladkorja iz ACP regij (Afrike, Karibov in Pacifika). Tema pogovorov so bile bližajoče se spremembe uvoznega režima EU za sladkor. 

Predstavniki Evropsko komisije so predstavnikom omenjenih regij ponudili ukinitev carinskih dajatev in kvot za uvoz sladkorja v EU, odprtost trga ter finančno pomoč za pridelovalce sladkorja iz regije ACP.

Več o tem: 

http://ec.europa.eu/trade/issues/bilateral/regions/acp/bkgn130907_en.htm

in

http://ec.europa.eu/commission_barroso/mandelson/speeches_articles/artpm038_en.htm

· Identifikacija prejemnikov kmetijskih subvencij

Evropska komisija je predlagala večjo transparentnost in izvrševanje proračuna na področju skupne kmetijske politike. Že v letu 2006 se je odločila, da javno objavi seznam prejemnikov kmetijskih subvencij; hkrati želi še zaostriti pravila in sankcije v primeru odkritih pomanjkljivosti. 

V začetku septembra je parlamentarni odbor za kmetijstvo predlagal še dodatne ukrepe, ki bi lahko zagotovili večjo transparentnost pri podeljevanju subvencij.

Predlogi so še vedno predmet posvetovanj.

Več o tem:

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/expert/infopress_page/032-10232-254-09-37-904-20070910IPR10216-11-09-2007-2007-false/default_en.htm

12. JUGOVZHODNA EVROPA

· Beograd-Priština; pričetek novih pogajanj

Pred kratkim sta se na temo novih pogajanj med Beogradom in Prištino sestala g. Javier Solana ter veleposlanik Wolfgang Ischinger, predstavnik EU v trojki EU – Rusija – ZDA, katere naloga je spodbuditi nova pogajanja glede statusa Kosova ter doseči kompromis, ki bo zadovoljil vse vpletene ter ohranil enotnost držav članic EU.
Do 10. decembra mora omenjena trojka generalnemu sekretarju ZN predstaviti poročilo o pogajanjih.

Več o tem:

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/ueDocs/cms_Data/docs/pressData/en/declarations/95874.pdf

· Pomoč Makedoniji pri gašenju poletnih požarov

Makedonijo so letošnje poletje, podobno kot Grčijo, Hrvaško, Italijo, Albanijo in Bolgarijo, prizadeli hudi požari. Makedonija je za pomoč zaprosila pri mehanizmih Skupnosti za civilno zaščito.

Mehanizmi Skupnosti omogočajo okrepljeno in koordinirano sodelovanje na področju civilne zaščite in zagotavljanja pomoči. Njihov glavni cilj je priskrbeti najboljši možni odgovor in pripravljenost na izjemne razmere. 

Več o tem:

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/civil/index.htm
in

http://europa.eu/rapid/pressReleasesAction.do?reference=IP/07/1198&format=HTML&aged=0&language=EN&guiLanguage=en

· Črna gora uveljavlja potne liste za govedo

Veterinarska uprava v Črni gori je pričela s procesom popisovanja vseh živinorejskih kmetij v državi. Cilji projekta, ki je sofinanciran s strani EU, so naslednji:

· Zagotavljanje tehnične pomoči državi Črni gori;
· Vzpostavitev relevantne zakonodaje;
· Oskrba z računalniško opremo;
· Oskrba z oznakami za ušesa (za živali) idr. 

V prihodnosti bodo za subvencije lahko zaprosile le registrirane kmetije.

Več o tem:

http://www.ear.europa.eu/publications/main/pub-press_release_mon_20070912.htm

13. NAJAVE DOGODKOV
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Lobbying and Decision Making – Getting the Best out of Brussels – Making a Convincing Case  
London, 15. oktober 2007

www.hawksmere.co.uk
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Patent Information Conference 2007  
Riga, 16. – 18. oktober 2007

http://www.epo.org/about-us/events/pi-conference-2007.html
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World Knowledge Forum 2007: Wealth Creation and Asia  
Seoul, 16. – 18. oktober 2007

http://www.wkforum.org/WKF/main_e.php
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Euro-Trans Days  (European Targeted Research Association Network for SME
Warsaw, 17. – 18. oktober 2007

http://www.euro-trans.info/
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Biofuels Finance and Investments 2007  
London, 17. – 18. oktober 2007

http://www.agra-net.com/portal/marlin/system/render.jsp?siteid=20000000062&MarlinViewType=MARKT_EFFORT&marketingid=20001561581&proceed=true&MarEntityId=10020766598&entHash=254a47a80
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The Presidency Challenge – The Practicalities of Chairing Council Working Groups  
Maastricht, 18. – 19. oktober 2007

http://www.eipa.nl/en/home/list/&pg=6
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2nd Biennial Event of Highland Regions: The Accessibility in Mountain Territories  
La Bresse (Francija), 18. – 19. oktober 2007

www.vosges.cci.fr
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Lobbying in the EU: How to defend and represent your interests in Brussels   
Bruselj, 22. – 23. oktober 2007

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=404c8780-1322-4ece-aa51-8b652bad37af
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The Annual Healthy Foods European Summit  
London, 23. – 24. oktober 2007

www.healthyfoodssummit.com
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Turning Knowledge into Practice: Getting More out of Public Investment in Innovation  
Berlin, 23. – 24. oktober 2007

http://www.conference.imp-lore.org/
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The European Nano-Food Forum 2007  
Bruselj, 24. – 25. oktober 2007

www.epsilonevents.com
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The 2nd Macedonia Business & Investment Summit  
Skopje, 24. – 25. oktober 2007

http://www.euroconvention.com/5251-skopje.htm
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World Congress : United Cities and Local Governments  
Korea, 28. – 31. oktober 2007

http://www.ccre.org/champs_activites_detail_news_en.htm?ID=1075&idca=3125
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FP7 Financial Workshop  
Bruselj, 6. – 8. november 2007

http://www.finance-helpdesk.org/front/ShowArticle.aspx?ItemID=1090
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Strengthening Labour Regulations in the Global Economy  
Wilton Park (UK), 8. – 10. november 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/economic/pastconference.aspx?confref=WPS06/28
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20th World Energy Congress  
Rim, 11. – 15. november 2007

http://www.rome2007.it/home/home.asp
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Strategic Intellectual Property Finance  
Ženeva, 12. – 15. november 2007

http://www.wipo.int/academy/en/execed/sipf/gva_nov_07/index.html
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ICT Uptake for SMEs Competitiveness  
Lisbon, 13. november 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/document.cfm?action=display&doc_id=266
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Annual European Climate Change Conference 2007  
Bruselj, 13. – 14. november 2007

http://www.epsilonevents.com/
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China: Towards an Innovative Society – the Risks, the Opportunities  
Wilton Park (UK),13. – 17. november 2007

http://www.wiltonpark.org.uk/themes/regions/pastconference.aspx?confref=WP831
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High Level Conference on Nanotechnologies 
Braga, 19. – 22. november 2007

http://cordis.europa.eu/portugal/presidency/events_en.html
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Fostering Innovation – RTD in Eastern Europe 
Sofia, 20. – 21. november 2007

http://www.central2013.eu/nc/event-calendar.html?tx_events_pi1%5Bpointer%5D=0&tx_events_pi1%5BshowUid%5D=26
[image: image48.png]



3rd Annual European Energy Policy Conference 2007 
Bruselj, 21. – 22. november 2007

http://guest.cvent.com/EVENTS/Info/Summary.aspx?e=455c0ca8-3464-4a45-9181-2c24fb62ff74
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EMU at 10: Achievements and Challenges  
Bruselj, 26. – 27. november 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/events/2007/events_emu_at_10_en.htm
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Financial Management of EU Structural Funds  
Maastricht, 26. – 27. november 2007

http://www.eipa.eu/en/activities/show/&tid=1856
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Annual European Climate Change Conference 2007  
Bruselj, 26. – 27. november 2007

http://www.epsilonevents.com/
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High Level Group on Competitiveness, Energy and Environment Conference   
Bruselj, 27. november 2007

http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/newsroom/cf/itemlongdetail.cfm?item_id=449
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Turku Development Forum 2007  
Turku (Finska), 29. – 30. november 2007

www.turkudevelopmentforum.fi
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Competition, Integration, Growth: Challenges for Austria and its Neighbours  
Dunaj, 3. – 4. december 2007

http://www.economistconferences.com/Roundtable/Public/con_common.asp?rtid=1165&rtRegion=4&area=1
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Effective and Collaborative R&D and Technology Transfer  
Lisbon, 3. – 4. december 2007

http://www.eirma.org/f3/calendar.php?s=3ccfec748f4addb43f70f55100dc78d3&do=getinfo&e=192&c=1
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UN Annual Conference on Climate Change  
Bali, 3. – 4. december 2007
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Managernergy Annual Conference 2008  
Bruselj, 28. januar – 1.februar 2008

http://www.managenergy.net/events_me.html#2008
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Annual European Climate Change Conference 2008  
Bruselj, 29. – 30. januar 2008

http://www.climate-policy.eu/
14. ZANIMIVE PUBLIKACIJE

· Bioenergy overview: Biomass, Biofuels and Biogas, DG Energy, June 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/sectors/bioenergy_en.htm
· Consumers and Competition: Unlocking Europe’s Drivers of productivity, W.W.Lewis & A.Mettler, The Lisbon Council Policy Brief, 2007,
www.lisboncouncil.net
· The Comitology Reform, D.Gueguen & V.Marissen, Europolitics, September 2007
http://www.e-t-i.be/download/BDC_CR_rv.pdf
· Banking in South Eastern Europe: Moving into the Spotlight, DB Research, International Topics, August 2007 
http://www.dbresearch.de/PROD/DBR_INTERNET_EN-PROD/PROD0000000000214592.pdf
· The Potential Impact of the Fiscal Transfers under the EU Cohesion Policy Programme, European Economy, Economic Paper nr 283, June 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_papers/2007/economicpapers283_en.htm
· Quantitative Assessment of Structural Reforms: Modelling the Lisbon Strategy, European Economy, Economic Paper nr 282, June 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/economy_finance/publications/economic_papers/2007/economicpapers282_en.htm
· Regionalisation, Growth and Economic Integration, G.Korres, 2007 http://www.libeurop.be/livre.php?numero=253783
· AmCham EU’s Guide to the European Parliament 2007-2009, AmChal EU, September 2007 http://www.amchameu.be/Pubs/order.htm
· Women and Science: Statistics and Indicators, She Figures 2006, DG Research 2007 http://ec.europa.eu/research/science-society/pdf/she_figures_2006_en.pdf
· Competing for Knowledge: Creating, Connecting and Growing, R.Huggins & H.Izushi, Routledge Studies, 2007 
http://www.cforic.org/pages/competing-for-knowledge.php
· Regional Distribution of Human Resources in Science and Technology – Issue nr.107/2007, Eurostat, September 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-107
· EU-15 FDI in the New Member States – Issue nr.106/2007, Eurostat, August 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-106
· Highly Qualified Workers in Science and Technology – Issue nr.103/2007, Eurostat, August 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-103
· Regional Employment in High-Tech Sectors – Issue nr.102/2007, Eurostat, August 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-102
· Biotechnology in Europe – Patents and R&D Investments – Issue nr.100/2007, Eurostat, August 2007 http://epp.eurostat.ec.europa.eu/portal/page?_pageid=1073,46587259&_dad=portal&_schema=PORTAL&p_product_code=KS-SF-07-100
· The Future of the European Research Area, League of European Research Universities, August 2007 http://kampela-leru.it.helsinki.fi/file.php?type=download&id=1048
· Competitive European Regions through Research and Innovation: a Contribution to more growth and more and better Jobs, EU Commission Communication, Sec(2007) 474 final, August 2007 
http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/site/en/com/2007/com2007_0474en01.pdf
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Reciprocity will not secure Europe's energy

by Katinka Barysch
As Moscow growls angrily at the West, Europeans are becoming more worried about their energy supplies. Will Russia be willing to sell us the gas we need to heat our houses and power our industries? Will it be able to? In 2006, Moscow temporarily turned off the tap to Ukraine. Could Poland be next? Or Italy?

Of course, Europe's dependence is not one-sided. More than a third of EU gas imports come from Russia. For Russia, these sales are a major source of foreign exchange. All big Russian gas pipelines go to the EU. It will take years to build the pipes and liquid gas terminals to ship Russian gas eastwards, to China or the US.

Yet, Europe is worried, and rightly so. The presidential succession in 2008 could trigger a fierce wrangle for power and property. The Kremlin controls Gazprom, the gas monopoly. Or is it the other way round? In any case, collateral damage to the energy industry cannot be ruled out. Political uncertainty may be one reason why there has not been much investment in new gas fields over the last decade; the Kremlin's tightening grip on the energy sector may be another. Rather than welcoming foreign cash and technology, Gazprom has pushed out western companies from giant projects such as Sakhalin II and Kovytka. Gazprom's output has been flat for years, while domestic demand is rising swiftly. Energy experts say that Russian underinvestment could open up a 'gas gap' in Europe as early as 2010.

The EU has come up with a possible solution: reciprocity. European companies get investment opportunities in Russian energy. Gazprom gets access to lucrative distribution and sales businesses in the EU. Reciprocity sounds good; it has connotations of mutual advantage and winwin co-operation. Angela Merkel, José Manuel Barroso and Vladimir Putin have all proclaimed that it is the way forward for EU-Russia energy relations.

The trouble is that Europeans and Russians mean completely different things when they talk about reciprocity. The EU wants a mutually agreed legal framework to facilitate two-way investment. The Kremlin wants assets swaps. Europe wants openness, Russia wants control. For now, reciprocity is working in Russia's favour. Gazprom already has investments in 16, perhaps even 20, of the 27 EU countries. It owns distribution networks in some of the new member-states; it builds gas storage facilities in others; and since last year it has struck big bilateral deals with German, French and Italian companies that give it direct access to gas users in the EU. Meanwhile, the EU has made no progress at all in persuading Russia to ratify the 'Energy charter treaty', which would oblige Russia to open up its energy sector a bit.

Some Europeans now say that Gazprom should be banned from investing in the EU unless and until Russia allows more European investment. However, the EU cannot adopt the Russian approach without compromising its own free-market principles. EU rules strictly forbid discrimination against an investor on the basis of nationality. It would also be hard to pull off in practice. Who would tell European energy companies which assets they could and could not hand over to Gazprom? Their governments? The European Commission?

The only way forward is to make sure Gazprom plays by European rules. Given its track record of shoddy management, asset grabbing and political meddling, the Europeans may be forgiven for asking whether it understands and respects market principles. Thankfully, the EU has the instruments to enforce competition, transparency and fair play. In March, EU leaders asked the competition commissioner, Neelie Kroes, to investigate whether Gazprom's growing role could impede EU energy market liberalisation. When President Putin complained about this, Chancellor Merkel is said to have replied that Gazprom should consider it "an honour to be treated like Microsoft".

If the Europeans are worried about Gazprom's role, they need to back the Commission's efforts to speed up liberalisation of their own gas market. In the autumn, the Commission will draft a new law on 'unbundling', to prevent a single company from producing, transporting and selling energy. So far, Germany and France have opposed unbundling. They should think again. By giving competing energy companies access to Europe's pipeline networks, unbundling would all but rule out market abuse by big, vertically integrated companies - not only EU ones such as Gaz de France and E.On-Ruhrgas, but also Gazprom. Moreover, since more competition would mean lower profits in downstream markets, Gazprom could lose interest in EU assets and instead invest its money at home, where it is most needed.

Katinka Barysch is chief economist at the CER.
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Re-imagining EU development aid

by Simon Maxwell
Imagine the Berlaymont late at night. A full moon hangs in the sky. High up in the building, an office lamp still shines. It illuminates four people. They are sprawled comfortably in armchairs for an intimate conversation. The four lead the EU on international affairs. They are Commission President José Manuel Barroso, two of his commissioners - Benita Ferrero-Waldner and Louis Michel - and High Representative Javier Solana. Their topic is the new European political landscape, following the arrival in office of President Nicolas Sarkozy and Prime Minister Gordon Brown, and the June 2007 agreement on the new 'Reform Treaty'.

This quartet believes that, if the EU can profit from the new leadership and streamlined institutions, it will gain renewed vision and energy for its external action.

The four want to strengthen the EU's role in security, aid and trade. They are committed to this by ideology as well as by virtue of the jobs they hold. As experienced politicians, however, they know that to sell the agenda they need to start with Sarkozy's and Brown's priorities, not their own. They believe that Sarkozy and Brown will back the EU to the extent that it does the things that matter to them. They think that it will not be too hard to gain Sarkozy's attention. They expect him to be supportive of the European project. And his decision to appoint Bernard Kouchner, a well-known humanitarian activist, as foreign minister, suggests that international development will be a French priority.

The four EU officials think that Brown could be a more challenging case; he is a well-known Atlanticist, and is said to be bored by Europe. But they know he is also an enthusiastic internationalist, strongly committed to global poverty reduction. He wants a big increase in British aid, so that by 2015 it meets the UN target of 0.7 per cent of GNP. But he does not want to increase the number of civil servants. The EU could help him to achieve his goals on development.

Developing countries are struggling with the proliferation of aid donors and special purpose funds. In Europe alone, there are 12 new member-states setting up aid programmes. Globally, there are over 50 bilateral aid donors and more than 200 special funds. A developing country has to deal with over 30 different donors, on average. Simplification is an urgent priority, and the use of the European Commission looks like a winner: one channel, one architecture, one interlocutor for developing countries, one set of procedures, one set of accountabilities.

The architecture is in place, sort of. Europe provides aid through the EU budget and also through the European Development Fund (EDF), an instrument of the Cotonou Convention, the treaty which governs relations between the EU and 78 countries in Africa, the Caribbean and the Pacific. The quality of aid has been poor in the past, but is rising. A single agency has been set up to co-ordinate all EU aid programmes, EuropeAid. There has been significant devolution of responsibilities to country offices. A code of conduct has been agreed, which should lead to better coordination between the Commission and the member-states. And some ministers - even from governments previously hostile, like the UK - have begun to make more positive noises about the EU's aid programmes.

There is a problem, though. Despite a more favourable disposition, EU countries are still only channelling 20 per cent of their aid through Brussels, and this share is falling as aid expenditure rises. For the UK, for example, the share is expected to fall from around a third at the beginning of the decade to under a tenth by the end. Why? The particular way EU aid is organised does not provide for growth. Aid provided by the EU budget is fixed until 2013. Aid provided under Cotonou is limited by the size of the EDF. There are some provisions for additional voluntary contributions, but they are insignificant.

This, our EU leaders realise, is where the political problem lies. The case for a greater EU role is strong; but the architecture is inadequate. Worse even: the EU's role could shrink in line with its falling share in Europe's overall aid spending.

This realisation stirs the meeting, and it is clear to those present what they have to do. If aid in the world is set to double, then aid through Brussels should also double. Indeed, if Europe is to play a bigger part in global development assistance, its share should increase further, which means that the amount of money channelled through Brussels should more than double. What are the options? The EU budget is fixed, at least until after the fundamental expenditure review in 2008-09. And the European Development Fund is hard to tinker with (and anyway does not reach many poor countries in South Asia).

The answer, eventually, emerges. It is to create a new EU fund, perhaps called a 'Fund for the Millennium Development Goals'. This can absorb new money, spend it in the right places, and borrow the best governance principles from current arrangements. It can have accountability to the European Parliament, a measure of political accountability to recipient countries, an arbitration procedure in case of dispute, and an administration which strives for the highest standards of policy dialogue and fiscal competence. It will be better - it will have to be better - than current EU aid programmes.

Good. A new vision was needed. It has been found. Barroso reaches for the phone.

Simon Maxwell is director of the Overseas Development Institute (UK).
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Friends of Europe

Did the Commision get the balance right in proposing the aviation carbon CAP?

Featuring:

Marianne Klingbeil, Head of Unit, Clean Air and Transport, European Commission

Gordon Olafson, DHL Airline Director for Europe and EEMEA

Moderated by Willy De Backer, Editor-in-Chief, EurActiv.com

Executive Summary
The dinner debate co-organised by Deutsche Post World Net at Friends of Europe on 15 May discussed whether the Commission was on the right track with its December 2006 proposal on airline emissions. It advises to cap CO2 emissions from all aircraft using EU airports and to introduce ‘pollution allowances’ that airlines can trade under the EU’s existing Emissions Trading scheme (ETS) for industrial installations.

Air travel contributes roughly 1.5% of total carbon dioxide emissions in the EU. Although this is a small amount, studies indicate that this figure could rise rapidly, threatening to counter progress made by industry to meet the EU Kyoto target of cutting greenhouse gases by 8% in 2012 (compared to 1990 levels).

Opening the debate, the Commission’s Head of Unit for clean air and transport, Marianne Klingbeil, stresses that “including aviation in the ETS is not the worst thing that could happen to the industry”. ETS is the most cost-efficient economic instrument for ensuring that aviation makes a fair contribution to the fight against climate change, she says.

DHL Airline Director for Europe and Eastern Europe, the Middle East and Africa (EEMEA), Gordon Olafson, recognises that the EU had to find solutions to the climate change problem and that the ETS was the most efficient instrument to do that, but stressed that “the devil is in the detail”. He urged the European institutions to safeguard the competitiveness and profitability of European airlines by adopting a more balanced approach.

Details of the Commission’s 2006 proposal to cap emissions:

- Intra-EU flights come under the scheme in 2011. Flights in and out of the EU will be

exempted until 2012;

- The total amount of pollution allowances to be given to the aviation sector will be set by the Commission, calculated on the basis of average aviation emissions in 2004-2006. This is in contrast with the system currently in place for other industrial sectors, where the total number of allowances is determined at national level;

- Airlines will receive 97% of pollution permits for free, based on each airline’s share of traffic. The remaining 3% will be auctioned with a view to setting a market price;

- Airlines will be allowed to trade emissions with other sectors, such as power generation,

which are already covered by the ETS.

Airlines in the eye of a climate change storm?
It is often suggested that airlines, with their minor contribution to total CO2 emissions, are getting a raw deal from the Commission, but Marianne Klingbeil denies that they are being treated any more unfavourably than other sectors, pointing to legislation currently under preparation to limit emissions from cars and ships1.

“There is no way you can say this is a special case,” she says, adding: “Each transport industry thinks they are in the eye of some sort of climate change storm, every sector has to make a fair contribution.”

EU governments have now committed to a 20% reduction in greenhouse gases by 2020. “This has to come from somewhere,” Klingbeil stresses, saying it would be unfair to make other sectors like the steel sector, which faces very strong competition from Brazil and China, compensate for the aviation sector’s steep increases in CO2 without getting a penny for it.

“You have growth rates that nobody else has and this attracts attention,” she says.

Gordon Olafson nevertheless cautions: “Aviation is growing at a rapid pace but its contribution to CO2 in Europe is less than 2%. So even if you doubled it today, it would still only represent 3-4% of total emissions in the EU. There is no reason why aviation should be treated any less favourably than other participants in the ETS.”

Klingbeil adds: “You ask: does aviation deserve the attention? But does the steel sector deserve it? Does Europe deserve more and more CO2 emissions? If Europe wants to reduce its CO2 emissions then an increase in emissions in one sector would have to be compensated by another sector. Is it a fair deal if other sectors have to do more without any compensation?”

ETS – the best solution?
“The ETS is not the worst thing that could happen to the industry. There are other options that can be much more difficult and problematic,” comments Klingbeil, underscoring that the ETS is the most cost-efficient approach.

She also stresses that the ETS will help to give airlines a positive “green image” in the long run, creating good publicity. But Olafson remains concerned: “The industry is already struggling to pay the price of high fuels and other things like security charges. We have a lot on our plates and this is one more issue that we have to deal with.”

He nevertheless acknowledges that there are “some very positive elements” in the proposal, including the fact that aviation will not be covered by a separate scheme but included in the existing scheme for industrial installations; the fact that this is to be the single controlling measure and that no other punitive measures, such as fuel taxes, appear to be on the agenda; and the fact that it will cover all airlines, not just EU companies.

He also welcomes the plan to allocate pollution credits at European level rather than having 27 national action plans, saying this will help to eliminate distortion and bias between Member States.

However, on the negative side, he believes that the Commission is placing too much focus on market-based instruments and not taking seriously enough the integrated approach and the possibilities offered by technological developments, as well as infrastructure and air traffic management improvements. 

What of taxation?
Taxing fuel or emissions has also been aired, notably by the European Parliament, as a possible means of getting airplanes to emit less. However, Klingbeil says she does not believe this is a serious alternative to the ETS. “With a tax, everybody pays and you don’t have any guarantee that CO2 will be reduced. With a cap-and-trade2, the level of emissions is known from the outset so as long as you are tough on the amount that you allocate overall emissions reductions are guaranteed.”

“If Europe wants to reduce its CO2 emissions then an increase in emissions in one sector would have to be compensated by another sector. Is it a fair deal?” Marianne Klingbeil
John Hanlon, Secretary General of the European Low Fares Airlines Association (ELFAA) agrees that taxes will neither help the environment nor the ability of consumers to travel cheaply. He urges the Commission to “unequivocally” exclude this option once the ETS is in place. Ultimately, taxation is a Member State issue, Klingbeil says, but added that the Commission hopes to avoid a situation where each national government imposes its own tax – as the UK has done – by coming “quick and early” with the ETS.

EU airlines globally disadvantaged
In the absence of a global deal on reducing aviation emissions, carriers are concerned that airlines that are forced to pay to emit CO2 under an EU-only scheme will be at a competitive disadvantage compared to other airlines. To reduce the risk of EU carriers losing out to foreign competitors, the Commission has proposed to apply the scheme to all airlines using EU airports regardless of their nationality. But, Klingbeil stresses, it is important for the EU to show leadership and to demonstrate to the rest of the world that the system can work – which is why it is suggesting a one-year delay for flights to and from the EU. The Commission's impact assessment, which accompanies its proposal, concludes that since all airlines operating on the same route will be treated equally, competition between airlines is not expected to be significantly affected.

However, Sylviane Lust, Director General of the International Air Carrier Association (IACA), rejects the idea that opening up the scheme to flights to and from the EU will solve the competitiveness issue. “We have to face the truth: ETS at European level only will never be good for European airlines. All the traffic from European airlines will be caught in the system while only a few percent of non-EU airlines will be covered. So we can’t say that widening the scheme will ensure our competitiveness. It will create an additional cost and this is never good for competitiveness.”

Le Thi Mai of the Association of European Airlines (AEA) agrees that only a global approach can solve this because extending the scope to extra-EU flights will capture just 3% of Japanese CO2 emissions, against 100% of European emissions. The task of defining rules on aviation emissions should be left to the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO), she adds.

Other participants fear that the one-year delay between applying the scheme to intra-EU flights and extra-EU flights will leave the door open to extending the exception indefinitely.

However, MEP Gyula Hegyi says the point has little chance of getting through Parliament because the one-year gap is too insignificant. “It is not worth the political debate it will stir up,” he says. On the other hand, Rachel Hatfield from British Airways supports the different dates, saying it will enable the EU to start with a scheme over which it has clear competence before working with international partners, to see how the system can be extended in a way that minimises distortion.

ETS – profit-maker or profittaker?
The impact the inclusion in the ETS will have on airlines’ profits remains unclear. Willy De Backer, Editor-in-Chief of EurActiv.com, moderating the debate, cites a study claiming that the industry could offset its entire emissions for a mere $13 billion per year – about 3% of its annual revenue – which is nothing considering that the industry coped with a $68 billion rise in its annual fuel bill between 2003 and 2006.

Certain studies also see airlines making billions a year in windfall profits from the scheme, as they will receive their allowances free of charge while passing on costs to passengers.  But airline representatives at the debate say this is “a complete fallacy” based on the false assumption that the demand for air travel is not price sensitive. They also point out that fuel-price hikes have hit every single airline in the world in the same way – which will not be the case with the ETS.

Consumers to foot the bill?
Gordon Olafson criticises the Commission’s economic impact assessment, saying that it is overly “simplistic” and that industry had not been sufficiently consulted. “The assumption is that whatever costs result from this strategy, they can all float down to the consumers and that consumers will be happy to pay for everything. But there’s a law of economics that says that, if you increase the price, the volume is not going to increase.”

“While we all think that climate is very important, when you get down to consumer level and ask them to put their hand in their pocket and contribute to the solutions, they are rarely forthcoming”

Gordon Olafson
Other participants agree that the Commission’s impact assessment is “more political than economic” and that the real debate is not how much the cost of tickets will rise but how big the impact on airlines’ profitability will be. “It is false to say that the demand for air travel is not price sensitive and that there will be no impact on profits. If there were none, it would be completely useless,” stresses Sylviane Lust.

The devil in the detail
There is genuine concern from airline industry representatives that the whole design of the ETS can be fundamentally changed during the co-decision process. They stress that increases in the proportion of allowances to be auctioned or a reduction of the cap will be disastrous for the industry.

The definition of the ‘base year’ (the relevant starting point for tracking progress in the ETS) is a particular concern. Olafson notes that the fact that no growth will be built into the base year means that industry will already be “five years out of sync”.

Hegyi also stresses that the current proposal to base the cap on average emissions between 2004 and 2006 will be a problem for the new Member States, where the real boom in air traffic occurred in 2006. “The package will be easier to sell if the base is concentrated in 2006,” he said.

Participants generally stress the need to “get it right first time”, even if it means delaying

implementation for an additional year.

A comprehensive approach
Technological developments, as well as infrastructure and air traffic management improvements, offer serious potential for reducing CO2 emissions. In the United States these, rather than marketbased mechanisms, are seen as the key to fighting climate change. 

Gordon Olafson defends this perspective: “By improving air-traffic management in Europe, we can reduce fuel consumption by 8-10%, with a massive improvement on carbon emissions, while at the same time reducing costs for airlines and for the travelling public. It’s a triple-win situation and I wonder whether the Commission is taking this seriously enough.”

Michael Crompton of the Commission’s Energy and Transport Directorate-General, however, replies that the single sky will not happen overnight – “we’re looking at 2020 before it is implemented”.

Boeing’s Director of Environment Affairs, Bill Glover, agrees that achieving a single European sky was essential. “All the progress made by technological developments in aircraft and fuel will be erased if the air traffic system is not improved. The single sky is not a one-off. It’s the start of a wedge. If you don’t fix that then the whole situation can only get worse.”

Clean power generation was also viewed as a priority because, at the end of the day, it is not the aircraft making the emissions, but fuel.

Daniel Chiron from the Commission’s Research Directorate-General points out that the ETS would accelerate the development of new technologies with a higher potential for reducing CO2, so that many of these will come on to the market in 5-10 years.

Giving up flying?
The question of whether we really need to fly is considered by Gyula Hegyi, who says this

depends on the distances and the circumstances, He says that generally speaking, it is good that more people are able to fly and that flights are getting cheaper. Rather than preventing ordinary people from flying, he suggests that the Commission can achieve significant cuts in short-haul flights and aviation emissions by putting an end to the MEPs’ ‘travelling circus’ between Brussels and Strasbourg.

“Limiting flights would be a bad idea. Europe needs aviation to realise its Lisbon Agenda for growth and jobs”

Carsten Hess
Deutsche Post World Net’s Carsten Hess says limiting flights will be a bad idea because Europe needs aviation to realise its Lisbon Agenda for growth and jobs. Today, the whole economy depends on global supply chains. “It is not only about tickets and consumers. It’s also about freight and the economy,” he stresses.

Discouraging short-distance flights within Europe will harm tourist economies such as Spain,

Greece, Portugal and Italy, one participant comments.

Another underlines the fact that, in many cases, aviation is necessary because rail is a serious alternative only on a very limited number of routes. And the further development of railways would be carbon-intensive and require intensive land use.

Conclusion
Europe needs a strong aviation industry, both for its economy and its citizens, but at the same time, the climate change problem is an urgent one and action is needed fast.

The main conclusion of the debate therefore is that the ETS is a “necessary evil” and that

policymakers must get the design right to avoid harming the industry.

All eyes are now turned towards the European Parliament to see what changes it will make to the Commission’s proposal.

Disclaimer

The views expressed in this report are not necessarily the views of the

speakers, of organisations they represent, nor of Friends of Europe, its Board

of Trustees, its members or partners.
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